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✔ Columns can be ordered split from the factory, or columns may be split at the job site.
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1. Prepare two sawhorses by
wrapping cloth material at the
support area to prevent damage
to the column. Nail or clamp
blocks to the sawhorses to hold
the column in place while
splitting.

2. Mark the center of the column
at the bottom of the shaft. Pull
a string across this mark along
the center of the shaft to the top
(a stave glue line can be used as
a guide for wood columns). In-
sure the string is centered along
the shaft and snap a chalk line.

3. Use a circumference
measuring tape to mark the
other line dividing half the
circumference at the top and
bottom of the shaft. Using the
marks as a guide, snap the
second chalk line.

4. Set the saw depth for cutting
through the bead (astragal)
portion of the shaft. Note: An
abrasive cut-off blade should be
used to split all fiberglass
columns. Cut from the base end
moving toward the top of the
shaft. Rotate the shaft and re-
peat cut for the other side.
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✔ Split columns are manufactured to go against a wall or surround a structural support and are installed
similarly to un-split columns.

✔ Split fiberglass columns are not load bearing.

✔ A Split Column Kit should be used to reassemble the shaft halves. If installing more than one split
column, be sure to mark the column halves to prevent mismatch problems.

1. Measure the overall opening
height.

2. Always trim fiberglass
columns from the bottom of the
shaft using an abrasive cut-off
blade. Make final adjustments
with a belt sander or rasp.

3. Insure the adjoining surfaces
are clean and dry. Apply a bead
of polyurethane adhesive to all
connecting surfaces on both
halves.

4. Align the column halves to-
gether around the structural
support and join together.
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5. Secure using the straps pro-
vided in the Split Column Kit.
Place straps approximately 18"
apart and pull tight.

6. Larger diameter columns re-
quire joining two straps together.
Temporary shims maybe re-
quired to align the
column seam. The shims are re-
moved after the polyurethane
adhesive has cured

Refer to Installation of Round Fiberglass Columns for more information on capital and base installation and finishing instructions.
✔ Join the base halves together with the polyurethane adhesive and secure in place with rust resistant screws.
✔ Join the capital halves together with the polyurethane adhesive and secure in place with rust resistant screws.
✔ Apply paintable silicone sealant at the joints between the base, shaft and capital.

7. Install the joining plates at the
top and bottom of each seam.
Pre-drill pilot holes through the
column and install the rust re-
sistant screws provided in the
Split Column Kit.
NOTE: Plates are not required
for wood columns.

8. Allow the polyurethane
adhesive to thoroughly cure and
cut away the straps. Use a putty
knife to remove any excess
polyurethane adhesive. Use auto-
motive body filler to cover any
voids along each seam. Sand both
seams smooth.

5 6 7 8

SPLIT FIBERGLASS COLUMNS
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✔ Store all wood columns in a cool, dry and well ventilated area.
✔ All split columns, capitals and bases must be primed with one (1)

coat of an exterior oil-based primer and then painted with two (2)
coats of exterior oil-based paint. NOTE: The seams where glue is
to be applied are not to be primed or painted.

✔ The end grain at the bottom of the shaft must be sealed and painted
to protect the column from moisture.

✔ Apply the oil-based primer and paint with a brush to best protect
the column from moisture. Follow the paint manufacturer's
instructions for best results.

✔ Adequate ventilation is a necessity in the installation of wood
columns. Ventilation must be provided for at the top of the column
by a recessed soffit. Ventilation will be provided at the bottom of
the column by the precut openings in the plinth.

✔ Install flashing with all split capitals (Refer to Flashing Installation
Instructions) taking note not to disturb column ventilation.

SPLITWOOD COLUMNS

1. Determine the desired
location and temporarily set the
shaft into position and ensure
that it is plumb. Lightly mark the
outline of the split shaft.

2. Measure the wall thickness
of the split column on each side
and cut pieces of wood blocking
to fit inside the split column.

3. Securely mount the blocking
to the wall every 24" along the
length of the column. Be sure
to allow for the wall thickness
at each position.

4. Return the column into
position on the wall. Pre-drill,
countersink holes and attach
the shaft to the blocking with
rust resistant screws. Do not
over tighten the rust resistant
screws or column damage may
occur.
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5. Apply sealant at the joint be-
tween the wall and column.

Refer to Installation of Round Fiberglass Columns for more information
on capital and base installation and finishing instructions.
✔ Install the split base by pre-drilling holes and mounting the base

to the floor with rust resistant screws.
✔ The split capital is installed by pre-drilling holes and mounting the

split capital to the ceiling or wall with rust resistant screws.
✔ Fill all screw heads with automotive body filler and sand smooth.
✔ Apply paintable silicone sealant to the joints between the base,

capital and shaft.5
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✔ Synthetic flashing is required on all
exterior wood columns with decora
tive capitals or any split capital.

✔ Never block column ventilation with
flashing.

✔ Install flashing on the side of the
soffit and capital that is exposed to
the elements. The flashing begins
1" from the bottom of the soffit and
continues down to the capital, turns
across the top of the capital and
folds over 1/2" down the top edge of
the capital. Flashing is required on
two sides of the soffit and capital
exposed to the elements when a
column is installed at a corner.

✔ The floor joist attachment for a
second story balcony is never
to be connected to a wood or
fiberglass column. This type
of installation requires the use
of a structural support column
inside a split wood or
fiberglass column. This
structural support column is
commonly called a "lolly"
column. The weight of the
balcony is carried only by
the lolly column and should
not rest on the job-site notch
in the column wall.

✔ Always have a structural
engineer approve the
installation plans for this
type of column installation.

FLOOR JOIST
ATTACHED TO
"LOLLY"
COLUMN


